INTRODUCTION
think, upon Latin models) contrasts strongly
in all respects with D'Annunzio's soaring oratory,
this mould of expression sufficing by itself to
distinguish the man of action from the Platonist.
With his consent, titles of address were
promptly jettisoned, so that I could pursue my
questioning without flourishes and without
needless delay. He never attempted to correct
my faulty Italian; but when, on one occasion,
I mispronounced a French name, the sometime
schoolmaster peeped out amusingly, and in a low
tone he uttered it as it should have been spoken.
When, in his turn, he wanted to speak of the
"Umwertung aller Werte" (revaluation of all
values) and, despite his intimate knowledge of
our language, made a slip, he corrected himself
by adding "genitivus pluralis." I may mention
in passing that I have heard him speak both
French and English with fluency. His memory
is so good that on the spur of the moment he
was able to mention the names of the universities
at which a French ethnologist had taught; the
names of the Jewish generals who were serving
in the Italian army at the date of our conversations
and the places in which they held command; and
also the date when John Huss was burned.
Like all true dictators, Mussolini shows the
utmost courtesy. It would seem as if such men,
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